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Strasbourg, 14 November 2018 - “Today’s vote in plenary, on the report on the 

implementation of the Association Agreement with Georgia, marks a new milestone in the 

history of our relations with this country.  

More than four years after the signing, by the EU, of Association Agreements - including a 

Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) dimension - with Georgia, 

Moldova and Ukraine, the time had certainly come to evaluate the effective implementation 

of these agreements, in line with our unwavering commitment vis-à-vis our closest allies on 

the EU’s Eastern flank and with the continuous deepening of our relations. 

As far as Georgia is concerned, the overall picture is of course flattering. This is not 

surprising at all, given that our successive Parliamentary Association Committee meetings 

have taken stock of the country’s good progress and commitment in the implementation of the 

Association Agreement, may it concern harmonisation, legislative or administrative steps. 

That being said, the report rightly points out that further actions are still needed, for example 

in the fields of labour law, environment protection or the fight on discrimination against 

vulnerable groups. I am confident that our Georgian partners will continue on the chosen path 

towards further EU integration, under the scrutiny of their Parliament and of a tenacious and 
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well-mobilised civil society. We remain committed to assist them, in so far as necessary, to 

achieve these goals, so as to bring our relations to a new level, boost Georgia’s economic and 

commercial integration with the EU, foster people-to-people contacts and create new 

opportunities for businesses.” 
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